
Kingscrost: Hybrid Seed Corn 

Bred and Produced by Northrup, King & Co. 

~ 1939 

 

PUBLISHING NOTES: 

 This book appears to be a training guide for Kingscrost seed dealers and representatives.  It does 

not appear to be a “mainstream” commercially available book. 

 This is a photo reproduction of the entire book using the Lens app on the iPhone. 

 Assembled in Microsoft Publisher and published in PDF format. 

 Shared publicly on WordPress.com @texasagronomo.blog. 

 Creator: Peter Hill @texasagronomo on Twitter. 

 

EXTRA NOTES: 

 An estimated 100 million acres of corn 

were planted in 1938; 20 million were 

planted to hybrid corn. 

 From 1865 to 1935, the average U.S. 

corn yields exceeded 30 bushels/acre in 

only four years.  In 2020, yields 

averaged 172 bushels/acre on 82.5 

million acres. 

 For a brief history on the hybrid corn 

business, visit Terry Daynard’s Blog at 

tdaynard.com 

 

 

 

 

 “It must be borne in mind, however, that hybrid corn is a broad term covering all 

crosses of inbred strains whether good or bad. Accordingly, to realize the benefits for which 

hybrid corn is planted, care must be used, first, to choose a good hybrid that has been 

carefully bred—and, second, to choose among the good hybrids the one that most nearly 

meets the requirements of soil, moisture, weather and length of growing season in the spot 

where it is to be grown. 

 Wherever you live, plant hybrid corn for bigger profits—but for the biggest profits 

make sure you plant the RIGHT hybrid for YOUR FARM.” 

~ Northrup, King & Co., 1939 
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 Northrup, King & Co., has roots back to the late 1800s with beginnings in vegetable and flower seed 

production. Hybrid corn was developed in the 1920s and many companies began producing and selling hybrid 

seed corn to farmers, including Northrup King. While the modern day brand is now “NK” (2021 as of this 

project), the original brand of hybrid corn seed first sold was Kingscrost.  

 This book is somewhat rare and was obtained through an inter-library loan request from the University 

of Minnesota. It is unique in that it takes the reader from how hybrid corn seed is created and produced to the 

marketing and selling of seed to farmers. This is the business cycle that every seed company experiences on an 

annual basis. It is complete with black and white photographs of field practices and personnel and even 

includes colorized descriptions of some of their earliest hybrids.  

 The page dimensions of this document are set to the actual dimensions of the book: 8-13/16” x  11-

13/16.” Because of how the book is bound, it was impossible to get a complete scan of some of the pages. The 

intent of the page is still clear though with a few words cut off or abbreviated. An original seed sack and  sales 

brochures from 1950 are attached at the end to show how the hybrids were marketed to farmers.  

 The history of the seed business exists in many 

documents, books, pamphlets, academic papers and all types of 

photos and videos available on the internet. Several companies 

have archives for this very purpose. This book, in particular, is 

special in that it’s the complete telling of the story of one 

company and brand and it’s purpose in the business of hybrid 

seed corn. 

 Special thanks to the Dripping Springs, TX Community 

Library and the University of Minnesota for processing the loan 

request—a process that took nine months due to delays brought 

on by the Coronavirus pandemic. 

 

Peter Hill, Ph.D 

Syngenta Seeds 

Austin, TX 

2021 

 

 













































































































































































































Kingscrost Seed Bag and Planter Plate Guide (1 bushel seed sack and mult-fold brochure, 3” by 6-1/4”) 

From the 1920s to the 60s, hybrid seed corn seed was sold in 1-bushel burlap sacks, some plain and some very col-

orful like this sack from 1950. Each sack had a seed tag that included a great deal of information including the type 

of seed plate needed. The earlier corn planters used plates that would singulate the seed in a rotating plate (as 

pictured on the far upper right of the brochure picture). Planter manufacturers would require different types of 

plates depending on the size and shape of the corn kernel (e.g. small rounds or large flats). Each seed company 

would test their seed to see which plates worked best with 

each batch of seed and would provide plate recommenda-

tions to farmers on the tag (see pages 30, 31 of the book.) 



Kingscrost Hybrid Seed Corn sales brochure.  1950 (Mult-fold brochure, 3-5/8” by 8-1/2”) 

The nine hybrids in the book cover a stated maturity of 90 to 110  days. This is a reference to the approximate 

number of days for the corn to reach maturity. Almost all seed companies were northern based and didn’t start 

offering fuller maturities for southern planting until the late 1950s.  Notice in this brochure that “days” are not in-

cluded; rather, they make maturity comparisons to competitive products. Several brands of seed quickly became 

available and farmers were always trying out new products.  




